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Elections Nova Scotia Circular 1302 

 
Election Expenses
 
The Elections Act defines Election Expenses in Section 166(i) and these expenses are referred 
to in the calculation of the Candidate Maximum (s. 260) and the Calculation of payment (s. 267).  
 
Does the Candidate Maximum Expense limit apply to pre-writ expenditures?
 
No, if a candidate incurs expenses prior to the writ, they are not included.
      
Examples include expenses other than those for advertising material, incurred before the call of an election. 
This might include:   
Å.Banking services charges  
Å.Pre-writ refreshments for rallies, ñmeet and greetò functions  
Å.Advertising consumed prior to the writ  Å.Rent and office expenses paid for period prior to the writ   
 
Does the Candidate Maximum Expense limit apply to post-writ expenditures?
  
No, if a candidate incurs expenses after the writ period, they are not included.      
Examples include expenses other than those for advertising material, incurred before the call of an election. 
This might include:   
Å.Post-election celebrations  
Å.Post-election advertising  
Å.Close-out costs 8 day after election day and beyond    
 
What other costs are not included in the Candidate Maximum Expense?  
 
Examples of costs that may be incurred during a writ period that are not included as election expenses, 
and are therefore not subject to the cap are:  
Å.Candidate personal expenses that exceed $1,000  
Å.Candidate transportation costs  
Å.Alcohol purchases   
 
If you have any questions regarding the contents of this circular, please contact:  
  
P.O. Box 2246 Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 3C8 
Phone: (902) 424-8584 Toll Free: 1-800-565-1504 
E-mail: elections@gov.ns.ca 
 
 
 

This circular was prepared by the Chief Electoral Officer to assist you in understanding the rules regarding political 
contributions as it relates to the provision of a hospitality suite by someone other than a registered party, electoral district 
association, candidate or registered third party and sets out Elections Nova Scotia’s current interpretation of the Elections 
Act (the “Act”) and is issued to assist the public in understanding the Act.  
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